
 
 

Construction Site Storm Water Runoff 
Control 

Regulatory Text 
(i) You must develop, implement, and enforce a program to reduce pollutants in any storm water runoff to your 
small MS4 from construction activities that result in a land disturbance of greater than or equal to one acre. 
Reduction of storm water discharges from construction activity disturbing less than one acre must be included in 
your program if that construction activity is part of a larger common plan of development or sale that would disturb 
one acre or more. If the NPDES permitting authority waives requirements for storm water discharges associated 
with small construction activity in accordance with Sec. 122.26(b)(15)(i), you are not required to develop, 
implement, and/or enforce a program to reduce pollutant discharges from such sites. 
(ii) Your program must include the development and implementation of, at a minimum: 

A. An ordinance or other regulatory mechanism to require erosion and sediment controls, as well as sanctions 
to ensure compliance, to the extent allowable under State, Tribal, or local law;  

B. Requirements for construction site operators to implement appropriate erosion and sediment control (ESC) 
best management practices;  

C. Requirements for construction site operators to control waste such as discarded building materials, concrete 
truck washout, chemicals, litter, and sanitary waste at the construction site that may cause adverse impacts 
to water quality;  

D. Procedures for site plan review which incorporate consideration of potential water quality impacts;  
E. Procedures for receipt and consideration of information submitted by the public, and  
F. Procedures for site inspection and enforcement of control measures.  

Guidance
Examples of sanctions to ensure compliance include nonmonetary penalties, fines, bonding requirements, and/or 
permit denials for non-compliance. EPA recommends that procedures for site plan review include the review of 
individual pre-construction site plans to ensure consistency with local (ESC) requirements. Procedures for site 
inspections and enforcement of control measures could include steps to identify priority sites for inspection and 
enforcement based on the nature of the construction activity, topography, and the characteristics of soils and 
receiving water quality.  
You are encouraged to provide appropriate educational and training measures for construction site operators. You 
may wish to require a storm water pollution prevention plan for construction sites within your jurisdiction that 
discharge into your system. See Sec. 122.44(s) (NPDES permitting authorities' option to incorporate qualifying 
State, Tribal and local erosion and sediment control programs into NPDES permits for storm water discharges from 
construction sites). Also see Sec. 122.35(b) (The NPDES permitting authority may recognize that another 
government entity, including the permitting authority, may be responsible for implementing one or more of the 
minimum measures on your behalf).  
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Runoff Control  
Minimize clearing  
Land grading  
Permanent diversions  
Preserving natural vegetation  
Construction entrances  
Stabilize drainage ways  
Check dams  
Filter berms  
Grass-lined channels  
Riprap  
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Sediment Control  
Install perimeter controls  
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Inlet protection  
Storm drain inlet protection  



Stabilize exposed soils  
Chemical stabilization  
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Protect steep slopes  
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Soil retention  
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Protect waterways  
Temporary stream crossings  
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Dust control  

Good Housekeeping [Top]  
Other wastes  
General construction site waste 
management  
Spill prevention and control plan  
Vehicle maintenance and washing areas  
Education and awareness  
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training  
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Additional Fact Sheets  
Turf Reinforcement Mats [PDF Format] (1.97MB)  
Vegetative Covers [PDF Format] (55.3KB)  
Dust Control [PDF Format] (52.8KB)  

 
 

http://www.epa.gov/owm/mtb/turfrein.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/owm/mtb/vegcvr.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/owm/mtb/dustctr.pdf

